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One of the directors of Estbury Basements, Richard 
Peel, speaks to The Journal about being the main 

sponsor of this year’s Northcote Road Summer Fête 

What are you most looking 
forward to the most about 
this year’s Northcote Road 
Summer Fête?
Apart from the food stalls (it would be 
rude not to) just being there and enjoying 
the day. The team has worked in the area 
for a number of years now and we love the 
community feel it has.

Have you always been part of 
the summer fête? What do you 
like the most about it?
Our first fête was last year and we couldn’t 
believe the turn out and what a great 
day it was. It had a great atmosphere and 
something we would love to continue to 
support in the coming years.

We heard you will have a big 
sand pit/lucky dip at the fair, 
please can you tell us more?
Last year we had a small sand pit and it 
seemed to go down well so we may do 
something similar this year, but bigger!

How will the fair provide you 
with a networking opportunity for 
existing and future customers?
It’s great for our current clients to come 
and see us out of our ordinary working day 
and also for potential customers to come 
and meet us and see how approachable we 
are. We pride ourselves on our personal 
approach and that’s why we believe we have 
been fairly successful in this area.

What local projects are you 
working on at the moment?
We have a number of developments in 
the area at the moment as it’s where the 
majority of our work is based. There’s such 
a great sense of community spirit, which 
has helped our company grow through 
word of mouth. We hope to stay in the area 
for years to come, which is why we thought 

Digging deep

that it’d be good to show the community 
that we want to give something back. It has 
been good to us so it’s nice to show our 
support with something like this.

Have you found that there 
has been an increase for 
clients requesting basements 
in the area? 
Yes we have, the main reason being that 
what with the huge increase in house 
prices over the years it has become harder 
and harder and much more expensive for 
people to move to larger houses, especially 

with the increase of stamp duty, which has 
increased demand. Also as the schools are 
so good in the area, people don’t want to 
move and as their families grow they need 
more space. Most houses have maximised 
the space above ground so digging out the 
basement is the only way to go.

Please can you give us some 
factors as to why people decide 
to have a basement?
The cost to gain the same amount of space 
by moving house doesn’t only cost thousands 
in stamp duty, agent fees, moving costs and 
redecoration, but you also have a big jump 
in house price to achieve the next level up 
which offers that extra space. Basements 
offer a great and cheaper alternative which 
means people can stay in their home, while 
every penny they spend adds value to their 
house and not lost in moving costs. n

Northcote Road Summer Fête is taking place 
on Sunday 12 July, 2015

To find out more about Estbury Basements, 
visit estburybasements.com
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